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THE AIM OF LIFE 

A wordly person vs. a seeker 
Extract from 13/2/97 Satsang 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Om Shri Paramatmane Namaha  

 

Bhagavad Gita, Chapter II, verse 41  

Arjuna, in this Yoga (of disinterested action) the intellect is determinate and directed 
singly towards one ideal; whereas the intellect of the undecided (ignorant men 
moved by desires) wanders in all directions, after innumerable aims. 

Here we find a descriptions of two types of person. The first type are those who 
have decided that they are seekers. If you have decided to be a seeker, your intellect is 
determinate and directed towards your goal. Your life will change in a way that 
accords with the pattern which will ultimately end in your Self-realisation.  

The second type is of those who do not take this decision but keep on changing 
their options in their choice of worldly pleasures and other aspects of their lives. The 
Lord describes them as follows: ‘…whereas the intellect of the undecided  (ingorant 
man moved by desires) wanders in all directions after innumerable aims.’ 

For example someone may say: “I want to be a poet but it is foolish to starve so I 
must have some money also. I should be writing poetry but my real hobby is pottery! 
Therefore why can I not have an exhibition when I have learnt the art of pottery? It is 
all right, finally I want to realise the self. There is still plenty of time. A time will 
come for it. But I am an expert in accounts and I cannot give up that work - it pays 
well and I need money, so I must be a man of reputation in the field of accounts and 
business transactions. I do not wish to be an ordinary man in that field. If not outside 
my country then at least in this country people must come to know that I am the man 
who can be consulted in the most complicated cases of accounts and business matters. 
Then all right, after that I will realise the self.” 

It goes on like that! Now when I say all this, I do not mean that you should not take 
up pottery or write poetry or earn money. I do not mean that. I only mean to say that, 
if you have decided to be a seeker, then the inner motive behind your working in the 
field of poetry, pottery or accounts will start changing. Your attitude in dealing with 
the people with whom you come into contact, will be different and your life will have 
different priorities. There will be a different division of time and energy. That is what 
I mean. 

The path that we follow is not like the path of many others, who leave this working 
world and go into ashrams. Our path is to realise the self in our normal working life, 
as we are at present. So I am not saying that you have to give up any particular 
profession or vocation. I just wish to point out that the mentality starts changing as 
soon as that important decision is made.  
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