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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Om Shri Paramatmane Namaha 

 

I  would like to say something more about the question that was asked yesterday. The 
question was whether there is any stage after Enlightenment.  I said that the answer was both 
‘Yes’ and ‘No’. ‘No’, in the sense that it is the culmination of the path of effort. 
Enlightenment and liberation happen. ‘Enlightenment’ is often also called ‘Illumination’. In 
fact, it is the same thing – inner Illumination or inner Enlightenment. The result of 
Enlightenment is that the individual soul experiences a complete detachment from all worldly 
attractions. Total detachment happens and, therefore, permanent peace comes to the 
individual. There is no possibility of any agitation, disharmony or unhappiness after that. 
Whatever may be the circumstances or situations around the Enlightened person, he, or rather 
the individual soul, remains a detached witness of all that is happening. The Enlightened 
person is not influenced by anything around. Total detachment means that one is a witness to 
what is happening around and also what is happening inside, and, therefore, unbroken peace 
remains always.  

There is only one reason for an absence of peace – it is our identification with the body and 
the world.  There can be no peace as long as the individual feels attached to material things (to 
the world and to the body). In the material world there is always change. Change is the law, 
and when things keep changing, there can never be peace. As long as there is no permanence 
or security, how can there be peace? But after Enlightenment one finds one’s own Self to be 
unborn and, therefore, undying. The permanency of the existence of Truth is experienced and 
no worry or agitation remains.  

But then there can be peace which is without Love. There can be detachment without 
Love. Therefore, I said that this is not the last thing. The last thing is Love. There is total 
detachment along with Love for everything in the world. So after Enlightenment what 
remains is Love. As many of you know, Love is not attachment. True Love actually arises 
after all attachment has gone. But it comes by itself and no efforts need be made. Efforts are 
required only up to Enlightenment. Then Love blossoms like a flower.  

A flower blossoms by itself but before it 

blossoms you have to cultivate the plant. After you sow the seed germination takes place and 
then the plant grows. You have to give manure and water to the plant. You have to protect it 
from damage by animals or insects. When you have taken all these measures, you eventually 
see the flower. But you did not do anything for the flower. The flower just appears. You find 
the flower one day without any efforts. However, in another sense, every effort was being 
made to help this flower come into existence.  

The Bhagavad Gita contains wisdom for the whole of humanity for all time. In the Gita 
you will find at the end of every chapter a resume of what was contained in the chapter. This 
is known in Sanskrit as ‘pushpika’. A translation is given in English also.  
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The Bhagavad Gita ends with Love. It has in it Liberation and Enlightenment and 
everything else, but the end is Love. If you open the book at the end of Chapter XVIII, the 
translation of the ‘pushpika’ is as follows:                                               

‘Thus with the utterance of Om, Tat, Sat, the names of the Lord, in the Upanishad of the 
Bhagavad Gita, the knowledge of Brahman, the science of Yoga and the dialogue between 

Shri Krishna and Arjuna - this is the 18th chapter designated as the ‘Yoga of Renunciation of 
Liberation.’ 

That means that the Gita ends with that love and devotion for the Lord in which even 
Liberation is renounced. My view is that Liberation is good but it is not the most important 
element. Love must be there in the end and it is always there. Life is never fulfilled without it. 
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